 Concerned MWR PATRONS

P.O. Box 57, Fort Belvoir, VA 22060

www.concernedmwrpatrons.org
July 21, 2009

Colonel Jerry Blixt  

Installation Commander, Fort Belvoir

9820 Flagler Road 
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060-5932
Dear Colonel Blixt,

         
In our letter of May 21, 2009 we recommended using the “Natural Tree and Ravine Terrain Demarcation Line” to minimize the impact on the environment, the golf courses, and the total cost of both the NMUSA and Replacement Hole construction.  
We have had no answer to our letter.  The attached letter of June 22 from the Corps of Engineers (COE) in response to an inquiry by a Fort Belvoir golfer shows further encroachment on the Golf Courses and indicates that “we have coordinated this site layout with the Fort Belvoir Installation’s Department of Public Works and Morale, Welfare, and Recreation group in assurance we remain in conformance with their requirements as we move forward.”   We note on the attachment to the COE letter that in addition to a proposed “Outdoor Education Station” in Phase 2 shown in the SOM Initial Design, that the Army has added a “Barracks/Mess Hall” and an “Encampment” area and “Survival Trail.” It appears the Army is planning a re-enactment site with overnight accommodations adjacent to the Golf Course.  Where is the sight and sound buffer between the NMUSA and Golf Course?  The encroachment on the Gunston back nine is in Phase 2; however, the Army plans to take the land in Phase 1 by siting the “Bus/RV Parking” on the Gunston 12 fairway.   The Army has had problems raising construction funds and their projection of a million visitors was questioned in the Berger-Smith Feasibility Study.  Where is the support for Phase 2, when the Army cannot raise funds for Phase 1?   

If the Fort Belvoir Command and the Army is really interested in adverting the “Long-term significant adverse effects on Fort Belvoir’s MWR recreation program … the loss of these MWR programs and facilities would reduce the quality of life for Soldiers, retirees, and their families” predicted in the 2007 BRAC Record of Decision then we would recommend the following:  
1.  Move the Bus/RV Parking areas from its current proposed location to the area designated for Parking Phase 2. [This eliminates the Gunston back nine encroachments by this function.]

2.  Place all planning for Parking Phase 2 on hold until the NMUSA is open and has a sufficient historical data to determine its real long term parking needs. Projections of one million visitors a year reportedly have been based on speculation or desired goals rather than studied estimates. 

3.  If it is determined that Phase 1 parking does not meet the NMUSA’s long term needs, then the Army should construct structured (elevated) parking elsewhere west of the natural tree and ravine boundary demarcation line.

4.  Select other areas west or south of the natural tree and ravine boundary demarcation line for the Outdoor Education Station and Barracks /Mess Hall.  These activities are not compatible with play on a golf course.    

5.  Have the COE incorporate into its strategies an additional primary area beyond the five it has listed. That additional primary area should be “Protecting MWR Patrons’ Interests.” By this is meant minimizing the impact of NMUSA’s project development on the MWR golf facility to enable it to retain a 36-hole layout with minimum disruption and at minimal costs. 
Our group, “Concerned MWR Patrons” has served as an unofficial focal point for MWR Patrons in dealing with the Army, but as the COE letter indicates there are individual MWR patrons who increasingly are becoming dissatisfied with the lack of information from the Army. Moreover, every indication of NMUSA planning points to an unnecessary encroachment onto the Gunston back nine holes. We urge you to support our recommendations made in good faith and with the intent to serve both the long range interest of the Army and the patrons who depend on its MWR facilities.
Respectfully yours,
for the Concerned MWR Patrons 

Edward (Ted) H. Cummings                              Ronald E. Snyder, PhD 

Colonel (USA, Ret.)                                           Colonel (USA, Ret.) 

tedcummings@verizon.net                                resnyder04@msn.com 

(703) 978-0966                                                  (703) 451-7560
Attachment:  Letter from North Atlantic District, Corps of Engineers, dated June 22, 2009
 CC provided to:

· Mr. Bill Parsons, DFMWR
· Mr. Bill Sanders, DPW
· Mr. Donald Carr, Director of Public Affairs
· Mr. Jed Bennett, Army Historical Foundation
