To Fort Belvoir BRAC Board of Advisors

The BRAC Board of Advisors was formed to insure the concerns of Virginia, Fairfax County, and Prince William County were considered in the BRAC process. The Board has done an excellent job of insuring environmental, transportation, and schools have been included in the planning and construction processes. The BRAC decision impacted the site selection for the National Museum of the US Army (NMUSA). This is a non-BRAC project; however, it is integrated into the overall BRAC planning because of the environmental and transportation concerns.  The BRAC process moved the site from the politically desired Pence Gate, where design was 15% complete, to the Engineering Proving Ground, which was politically unacceptable, to the ultimate site on the North 36 golf course.  The North 36 location will adversely impact the recreational quality of life of the military, military families, and retirees who pay taxes in Northern Virginia.  They are your constituents.  

Concerned MWR Patrons, www.concernedmwrpatrons.org, sent you a letter outlining this situation and we are prepared to brief you in more detail.  We are not opposed to the Museum; however, we believe that the Army should replace recreational facilities lost to the Museum. Especially when military family spending at on-post revenue-generating facilities paid for these facilities. Replacement is estimated at about 2% of the $200+million cost of the Museum.  This is a small sum to pay for retaining the quality of life for our military families.  

We are also concerned about the public image that contributions of $500,000 from the Virginia Biennium Budget and approximately $720,000 from Fairfax County indirectly reduce the quality of life of our military.  Without restitution, the public image of taxpayer money eroding military benefits during increased deployments would not be well received. 

We believe that the political leaders on the Board of Advisors should advise the Army that building the NMUSA on the North 36 without restitution is not in the best interest of the military or your constituents.

For Concerned MWR Patrons,

Ted Cummings

Ron Snyder (703-451-7560)

