Concerned MWR PATRONS

P.O. Box 57, Fort Belvoir, VA 22060

www.concernedmwrpatrons.org
May 22, 2009
Honorable Jerry Hansen
Deputy Secretary of the Army (Installations and Environment)

110 Army Pentagon, Room 3E464

Washington, DC  20310-0110

Subject:  Freedom of Information Act (FIOA) Request

Dear Sir,


        The Army Historical Association (AHF) announced that on January 16, 2009 (see attached) that the Honorable Keith E. Eastin, Assistant Secretary of the Army for Installations and Environment (ASA, I&E), and General William W. Hartzog (USA-Ret.), Army Historical Foundation (AHF) Board President, signed a Memorandum of Agreement detailing provisions of the public-private partnership between the Army and the Foundation in building and operating the National Museum of the United States Army (NMUSA). 

 
Under the FOIA we would like to obtain a copy of this Memorandum of Agreement.  We are willing to pay the applicable fees.  However, as an Interested Party, under Part 651 of Title 32, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), in the ongoing Environmental Assessment for the National Museum of the U.S. Army (NMUSA), we believe that any fee should be waived.  We do not need a hard copy; an email with a PDF sent to resnyder04@msn.com would be satisfactory.
Respectfully yours,

Ronald E. Snyder
Colonel, USA (Ret)
703-451-7560     resnyder04@msn.com
for Concerned MWR PATRONS
Attachment:  Army Historical Foundation news release (1/19/09) of Memorandum of Agreement
Attachment 1
Archived News Releases Headlines
Army and AHF Sign National Army Museum Agreement (1/19/09) 
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 Army, Foundation Sign National Army Museum Agreement
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General Hartzog (left) and Mr. Eastin seal the Army-Foundation partnership in signing a Memorandum of Agreement for the construction and operation of the National Army Museum.
The Honorable Keith E. Eastin, Assistant Secretary of the Army for Installations and Environment (ASA, I&E), and General William W. Hartzog (USA-Ret.), Army Historical Foundation (AHF) Board President, recently signed a Memorandum of Agreement detailing provisions of the public-private partnership between the Army and the Foundation in building and operating the National Army Museum. 

The Eastin-Hartzog signing ceremony took place on January 16 in the Pentagon.   

Under terms of the agreement, the Army, represented by Assistant Secretary Eastin, provides supervision, oversight, decision authority, and budget execution for partial site preparation; architectural and engineering design; exhibit design, fabrication, and installation.

The Foundation serves as the official fundraising entity for construction of the Museum and is responsible for transferring to the Army in turnkey condition the Museum and Museum campus upon completion of the project.

“We are not only charged with providing the funds needed to plan the Museum building, the galleries, and the campus,” said BG Creighton W. Abrams, Jr. (USA-Ret.), AHF Executive Director.  “We also see that the Museum is built for the Army and then turn it over to the Army to operate.  Simply stated, our role is to raise the funds, make major project recommendations for Army approval, and ensure that Museum donors are recognized for their support in accordance with Army-approved policy,” he added.

Abrams also said that the Army Corps of Engineers’ role is detailed in the agreement.  The Corps’s representatives will work with AHF, the National Museum Project Office headed by OSA (I&E) Deputy Assistant Secretary Jerry Hansen, and the contractors for architecture and exhibit design on all plans and services related to real estate, design, contract management, and oversight for the Museum.

“Making the National Museum of the United States Army a reality is truly a team effort,” said Hansen following the signing ceremony.  “The specific responsibilities and governing policies delineated in this Memorandum of Agreement will help all parties involved work together in the months to come to give our Army and its deserving Soldiers and veterans this special national landmark they deserve.”  


