Concerned MWR PATRONS

P.O. Box 57, Fort Belvoir, VA 22060

www.concernedmwrpatrons.org 
November 11, 2010
Honorable Jerry Hansen
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army (IE & E)

450 Army Pentagon, Room 3E464
Washington, DC  20310-0450
Reference: Attached - Concerned MWR Patrons attached response to Fort Belvoir’s Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for the National Museum of the U.S. Army (NMUSA). 
Honorable Jerry Hansen

As the Project Executive Officer we hope to obtain your support for our position: “the Replacement and Reconfiguration Project should be completed and the new holes playable prior to closing any portion of the Golf Courses for MCA Infrastructure and NMSUA phased construction.” The Garrison Commander cannot make a Finding of No Significant Impact (FNSI) without Army leadership approval.  The purpose for sending the attached letter is to help the Army  “expedite” the FNSI. 

Concerned MWR Patrons has made recommendations on the NMUSA siting since November 2007, when we first alerted Secretary Eastin to a potential quality of life and perception problem with failing to maintain the 36 hole Golf Courses until the current inclusion of the replacement and reconfiguration project in the referenced “proposed action”.  Concerned MWR Patrons has channeled FMWR Patron anger and frustration; thereby, avoiding individual actions which could have been detrimental to the Army.  
We support the Army’s need to obtain a FNSI; however, we remain concerned about adverse publicity that would be caused by a premature or prolonged closing of golf holes for MCA Infrastructure construction without adequate AHF funds to start significant vertical construction.  It could be perceived that support for the NMUSA was more important to the Army than support for the quality of life of the Total Military Family.  In our specific comments to the draft EA, we have included our analysis of “construction sequencing” and “socioeconomic” impact.  We are aware of the meager fund raising by the AHF for the past 6 years.  Based on the current status, we have concluded that it is possible and practical to delay closing any holes before the new holes are open without adversely impacting the NMUSA.      

We ask your support for this position.  We believe this position, with proper publicity, will best serve the interests of the Army, the AHF, the FMWRC, and the Total Military Family. 

for Concerned MWR Patrons 

Very Respectfully,

Ronald E. Snyder, PhD
Colonel, USA (Ret) 
703-451-7560

resnyder04@msn.com 

Attachment:  Concerned MWR Patrons November 11, 2010 comments to Fort Belvoir’s draft EA and FNSI for the National Museum of the U.S. Army (NMUSA).
Copy furnished:  LTG Rick Lynch, Commanding General, Installation Management Command

   General William W. Hartzog (USA-Ret), Army Historical Foundation
   Colonel John J. Strycula, Garrison Commander, Fort Belvoir
