Summary of Meeting with Mr. Bill Parsons


On December 18th, the Fort Belvoir Director MWR, Mr. Bill Parsons and his Deputy,  Ms. Kim Mills met with Concerned MWR PATRON representatives, Jerry Musarra, Newman Howard, and Ronald Snyder to discuss MWR Master Planning.


Bill Parsons gave us an excellent briefing of the MWR Planning through 2030.  He stressed that this is the concept as of December 10th and is subject to change as other parts of the Master Plan are finalized.  We were impressed with the in depth planning and it gave us confidence that most of the MWR activities were considered and included in the Master Plan.  Some of the significant projects  were:

· Remodeling of the Community Club to accommodate the move of the SOSA Community Center.  The ballroom and bar will be retained to accommodate catered functions.

· Remodeling of current SOSA Community Center to accommodate Army Community Service (ACS) and a new Family Support Facility that is mandated by the Family, Morale, Welfare, and Recreation Command (FMWRC).  This confirmed our understanding of the FMWRC 2006 Annual Report that increased emphasis will be placed on supporting our military families.

· Recreational fields (Softball fields, Little League fields, basketball courts, soccer/football fields, etc) will be increased to the mandated standard to support the increased population at Belvoir.

· Tompkins Basin facilities will be upgraded and a Travel Camp added.

· Little League fields at the west end of the parade field will be moved to accommodate a Missile Defense Agency building. The MDA will pay to locate the Little League fields as these are mandated.

· Existing North Post Golf Course was shown as currently configured.  Mr. Parsons was unable to explain the impact of the US Army Museum site on the golf courses as the final site for the museum has not been selected. The preferred site at the Kingman Gate has environmental and DOT considerations that must be addressed. An alternate site at the current Golf Maintenance Building was rejected because of the cost of relocating the facility. Apparently, the land between the Woodland and Kingman Road is an environmental wildlife corridor, which would preclude reserving this space for “restitution”, should the Museum impact on the Gunston Course.  We learned that Woodlawn Road adjacent to Woodlawn holes 3 and 4 is permanently closed.

In summary, we concluded that:

· The majority of concerns expressed by our members, with the exception of the golf course, were well covered in the MWR Master Plan.  

· There is no procedure within the planning process to do an Economic, Social, and Political Impact Study.  The decision process only considers Environmental Impacts.

· The “restitution” concerns  expressed in our letter of November 15 remain valid.

