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POSITION ON draft ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA) AND FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FNSI)

(Our official comments to be submitted separately will incorporate points in this Position Paper)

POSITION:  The draft Environmental Assessment, based on 2007 Army guidance developed without a detailed Impact Study, does not:

· Provide the Army decision-maker with adequate data to assess the impact on the MWR Program and the Total Military Family in Northern Virginia.  

· Quantify changes at Fort Belvoir which mitigate against the “significant adverse effects” stated in the August 2007 BRAC Record of Decision to justify a Finding of No Significant Impact (FNSI).

· Show that our Impact Study recommendations were seriously considered. Federal EA guidelines require interested party ideas to be sought out early in the EA planning process.   We were not contacted.

BACKGROUND:  Concerned MWR Patrons was founded in October, 2007 by a group of military veterans after the loss of the South 9 Golf Facility without any consideration by the Army for replacement of this Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR) facility which had a daily usage of 92%. We believe the Army has not taken the “hard look”, as required by EA guidelines, in assessing the “socioeconomic” impacts of NMUSA construction on the MWR Program and Patrons (Soldiers, retirees, and families in Northern Virginia).  Restricting this issue to "Fort Belvoir Workers and Residents" in draft EA Para 3.12, "Community and Facilities Services" fails to address the "socioeconomic" effects cited in BRAC ROD on the total military community.  

 
Concerned MWR Patrons:

· Are not opposed to the National Museum of the United States Army (NMUSA) at Fort Belvoir if the Army Historical Foundation (AHF) raises sufficient private funds before construction.  The 2007 AHF Annual Report reports only $25 million raised toward the Phase I cost of $160 million.

· Provided the Army in April 2008 a comprehensive 112 page, “Impact Study, Examining the Impact of Constructing the National Museum of the U.S. Army (NMUSA) on the Fort Belvoir Golf Facility (FBGF) – North 36 Golf Courses.”  This Impact Study is not referenced in the draft EA. Our study quantified the “socioeconomic” impact on the MWR Programs and the total military population in Northern Virginia. This quantification is valid and will be recommended for inclusion in the draft EA. The further reduction from 36 to 27 holes would:

·   Reduce revenue least 40%. This would economically impact other MWR Programs. 

·   Disenfranchise 53% of the MWR Patrons on weekends starting in 2010.

·   Disenfranchised MWR Patrons would pay 40-100% more at outside courses. 

· Know that 82% of MWR Patrons surveyed, believe there would be a “significant adverse impact” on their “quality of life” if the North Course is reduced from 36 to 27 holes.

· Concludes the only alternative NMUSA site that comes close to satisfying the minimum requirements for constructing replacement holes, as recommended in our Impact Study (page 49), is on p 2-15, Figure 2-4,  Gunston Site, Fairfax County Parkway Entrance – Structured Parking Scheme (A-36 in the NMUSA Feasibility Study).

GOAL: To ensure the Army mitigates the quantified impacts on MWR Programs and Patrons caused by NMUSA construction by providing a fully-funded, integrated design/construction program, which would meet the needs of NMUSA and MWR Patrons in a timely manner.  

POC:  Ted Cummings - 703-978-0966 or Ron Snyder – 703-451-7560

Our Impact Study is available at www.concernedmwrpatrons.org.

